
TES Summer Reading Challenge

Dear Families,

Attached you will find the Tuckahoe Elementary Summer Reading Log for your child. The importance of reading during the
summer cannot be overstated. The ‘summer slide’ is the tendency for students to lose some of the reading achievement
gains they made during the previous school year. Reading just 4 to 6 books over the summer can prevent a decline in
reading achievement. Our Tuckahoe Library school goal is for students to read 20 minutes every day.  Students should read
what they want! When children select reading materials themselves and read for enjoyment, they receive the most gains in
reading achievement, including better comprehension, writing style, vocabulary, spelling, and grammatical development.
Children tend to read more when adults in their lives encourage them to read, and also when they see those adults reading
themselves.

How it works:
On the back of this page, you will find a reading log for every day this summer. Students can color or markoff everyday that
they read for 20 minutes. Students who return this completed page in the fall will receive a prize and recognition from the
library.

Here are places you can find books this summer:
● Henrico County Public Libraries - The public libraries are open! They also have great apps with free books like

Overdrive and Hoopla.

● Sora - Access the app Sora through Clever to find lots of great ebooks and audiobooks from HCPS.

Adapted from https://www.cde.state.co.us/cdelib/summerslide

https://henricolibrary.org/kids
https://clever.com/in/henrico
https://www.cde.state.co.us/cdelib/summerslide


To encourage summer reading, students need:

1. Choice: Allow your kids to pick books out themselves! Students are more likely to enjoy reading when they choose
their reading materials. The attached book recommendations are only suggestions and are not required.

2. Access: Fill your home with books! Use the public library or check out ebook and audiobook apps like Sora (found on
Clever).

3. Time: Provide children time in their day to read. Our goal is for children to read at least 20 minutes every day.

Reading Log - Color in a circle for every day that you read for 20 minutes.

JUNE 30 days

July 31 days

Aug. 31 days

My child has read at least 20 minutes each day during the summer.
Name:___________________________________________________________ Date:____________________________



Book Recommendations from #VAReads presented by the VA Association of School Librarians:

Picture Books Selections
● Cannonball by Sacha Cotter - A Maori boy learns to listen to his own voice and finds his courage to make the perfect cannonball

after many failed attempts thanks to advice from his Nan.

● Fauja Singh Keeps Going by Simran Jeet Singh -In this biography about Fauja Singh, readers learn he ran his first marathon at

age 89 and then kept on running.

● A Friend for Henry by Jenn Bailey -Henry, who is on the autism spectrum, is looking for the perfect friend. He wants one who

isn’t too loud, who shares and plays by the rules.

● Layla’s Happiness by Mariahadessa Ekere Tallie -Told in a poetic style, Layla’s going to tell you what happiness is for her, what

is happiness for you?

● Not a Bean by Claudia Guadalupe Martinez - It’s not a jumping bean, it’s a caterpillar inside a seed. Learn to count to ten in

Spanish along with following the metamorphosis of larva to caterpillar to moth.

● Not Quite Snow White by Ashley Franklin - Tameika is excited to audition for the part of Snow White until she overhears her

classmates saying she is too brown, too tall and too chubby.

● Nana Akua Goes to School by  Tricia Elam Walker - Zura is bringing her beloved grandmother, Nana Akua to school for

Grandparents Day. She is worried what her classmates will think when they see the tribal marks on her nana’s face.

● The Ocean Calls: A Haenyeo Mermaid Story by Tina Cho - In this historical fiction tale about the Korean Haenyeo from Jeju,

Grandma takes Dayeon on her first dive in the ocean. Daeon is fearful but excited.

● Swashby and the Sea by Beth Ferry - An old fisherman lives next door to a young girl and her granny. The young girl and the

sea are not deterred by the old fisherman’s grumpiness and a friendship grows.

● Ready to Fly How Sylvia Townsend Became the Bookmobile Ballerina by Lea Lyon and Alexandria LaFaye - Sylvia

Townsend learned about ballet using books she checked out from the bookmobile.  She was initially rejected from ballet schools

due to her skin color, but didn’t let that stop her.



Book Recommendations from #VAReads presented by the VA Association of School Librarians:

Grades 3-5 Selections
● Amari and the Night Brothers by B. B. Alston - A 13-year-old girl learns she’s an all-powerful magician and faces

trials as she seeks her missing brother.
● Brother’s Keeper by Julie Lee - Sora is 12 when she and her younger brother trek hundreds of miles to safety

during the Korean War.
● The List of Things That Will Not Change by Rebecca Stead - Bea, 12, reflects on life since her parents’ divorce

when she was 8.
● Julieta and the Diamond Enigma by Luisana Duarte Armendariz - 9-year-old Julieta is in Paris when she and her

Dad walk in ona thief stealing the Regent Diamond. Can Julieta determine who the thief really is before it is too
late?

● Efren Divided by Ernesto Cisneros - A young boy must become an adult overnight when his mother is deported
● We Could be Heroes by Margaret Finnegan - Two classmates set off to save the dog next door.

Grades 4-5 Selections
● Ancestor Approved: Intertribal Stories for Kids edited by CYNTHIA LEITICH SMITH - Readers can join the fun in this

collection of 18 contemporary stories and poems about loving families from various parts of the U.S. and Canada
who travel to meet, dance, sing, socialize, and honor Native traditions at an intertribal powwow.

● Before the Ever After by Jacqueline Woodson - An African American preteen finds his world upended when his
father, a retired professional football player, displays symptoms of traumatic brain injury.

● Clean Getaway by Nic Stone - Using her hidden past as a road map, a grandma takes her grandson on a cross
country journey.

● Girl Giant and the Monkey King by Van Hoang - Desperate to get rid of her abnormal strength and live a normal
life, Thom turns to the trickster Monkey King for help.

● Starfish by Lisa Fipps - A girl seeks acceptance rather than judgment for her size.

https://www.kirkusreviews.com/author/cynthia-leitich-smith/

